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U-shaped sinus and the margins of the siliques are fringed with minute tri-

chomes. The pedicels are usually spreading, somewhat flattened, and covered

with trichomes on their adaxial surfaces. The cauline leaves are few and deeply

pinnately lobed. Most fully mature plants have lost the basal leaves. Both

glabrous- and ffinged-fruited plants occur in the southwestern continental United

States and Mexico. The fringed condition is more prevalent westward from

Arizona to California and southward through most of Mexico than it is in

Arkansas, Oklahoma, and Texas.

One or two features of the Hawaiian material point to Mexico as a possible

source for this introduction. One, stressed by Hitchcock (1945a), is late shed-

ding ofthe sepals. In most plants ofthe species, they are shed very early: usually

only two to four fully open flowers near the tip of the inflorescence will have

retained them. In the Hawaiian specimens the sepals are retained in five to

eight flowers of the upper inflorescence, a tendency also shown in several

Mexican specimens. In addition, fruits of the Mexican specimens are more

consistently fringed with trichomes than are those from elsewhere; since the

Hawaiian specimens all show this feature, it rates as minor evidence in favor

of a Mexican origin for the Hawaiian alien.
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